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EMERGEN T  S T AG E  

Scope/Major Focus Activities and Spelling Patterns 

Concepts and pictures Sorts with pictures and objects 
 

Rhyming Matching and sorting rhyming pictures, rhyming 
bingo 
 

ABCs Knowledge of letter names and print 
 

Beginning sounds 
 
 
 

Single 
BMRS TGNP CHFD LKJW YZV 
 
Diagraphs 
CH SH TH WH 
 
Blends 
S (SC SK SL SN SM SP ST SW) 
 
R (BR CR DR FR GR PR TR) 
 
L (BL CL FL GL PL SL) 

Ending sounds (as needed) Single consonants 
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L E T T E R  NAME - A L P H A B E T I C  

 
Scope/Major Focus Activities and Spelling Patterns 

Initial Consonants Review with pictures and known words. Contrast 
specific consonants that girls confuse.   
 

Diagraphs and blends Introduce diagraphs and blends in picture sorts. 
 

Short vowels and word 
families  

Start with same-vowel word families (at/ad) then 
move to mixed (at/it).  Include blends and 
diagraphs in word family study. 
 
Short-vowel families 
A (AT AD AG AN AP AB AM ALL AR ART AND 
ANG ASH ACK ANK AMP AST ANT ATCH ASS) 
 
E (ET EN ED ELL EG ESS ECK EST END ENT) 
 
I (IT ID IG IN ILL IM IMP ICK INK INT ITCH ING) 
 
O (OT OB OG OP OCK ONG OSS) 
 
U (UT UB UG UM UN UD UCK UMP UNG UFF 
UNK USH UST UNCH UMB) 
 

R-controlled vowels Start with AR & OR. Include blends & diagraphs. 
 
AR (car, bar, farm) 
 
OR (corn, for) 
 
ER (fern, her) 
 
IR (fir, sir) 
 
UR (hurt, burn, fur) 

 



 J APPEND IX J  W O R D S  T H E I R  W A Y  S C O P E  &  S E Q U E N C E 

 

 - 87 -  

 

L E T T E R  NAME - A L P H A B E T I C  
Scope/Major Focus Activities and Spelling Patterns 

Common long vowels Use picture word sorts contrasting single vowel long to short (a, 
a_e). Combine all CVC vs. CVCe (cap vs. cape & hop vs. hope). 
 

Less common long 
vowels 

Patterns (less common are oddballs): 
A (a_e, ai, ay)                              O (o_e, oa, ow) 
 
E (ee, ea)                                     U (u_e, eu, ew, oo) 
 
I (i_e, igh, y) 

R-controlled vowels Use same vowel constrasts first (ar, ear), then mixed vowels 
(ar, or, er). 
Sounds and Patterns: 
A (ar are air)                                   O (or, ore, oar) 
 
E (er ear eer)                                  U (ur, ure) 
 
I (ir ire ier)                                       W (w + ar, w + or) 

Dipthongs and other 
Ambiguous Vowels 

OI OY (join, boy) 
 
OU OW (hour, cow) 
 
AL AU AW (call, haul, saw) 

Complex Consonants Contrast and Teach: 
 
KN WR GN (know, wrench, gnome) 
 
THR SHR SQU (through, shriek, square) 
 
SCR STR SPR SPL (scream, stretch, sprint, splash) 
 
Hard and soft G and C (hog/cage, cart/place) 
 
Endings: 
 
dge, ge (hedge, huge) 
 
ch, tch (each, batch) 
 
ce, se, ve (pace, ease, heave)  

 


